Neutering your Puppy or Kitten

Neutering (Castrating) your puppy or kitten is a routine procedure in which the testicles are removed. Unlike some think, castrating does not decrease hunting ability. We like to perform this procedure around 6-8 months of age. 

Since the testes are a source of hormones, removing them lessens the incidents of testicular cancer, dominance aggression, and roaming. 

The prostate gland, under the influence of testosterone will gradually enlarge over the course of the dog's life. In old age, it is likely to become uncomfortable, possibly being large enough to interfere with defecation. The prostate under the influence of testosterone is also predisposed to infection, which is almost impossible to clear up without neutering. Neutering causes the prostate to shrink into insignificance, thus preventing both prostatitis as well as the uncomfortable benign hyperplasia (enlargement) that occurs with aging. Inappropriate mounting is also eliminated in 70% of neutered dogs.

Pre-Surgery Preparation:

1. Your pet must be up to date on his vaccinations.

2. Do not feed your pet after 10pm the night before surgery.

3. Usually in males stitches do not need to be removed. In dogs, sutures are put in under the skin that absorb. In cats, no external stitches are needed. In some instances if non-absorbable sutures are used, you will be instructed to return 7-10 days post surgery to have them removed.

4. If you notice any abnormal swelling or discharge from the incision site or any other questions or problems with your pet's health please call us right away.
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